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Is there anything
preventing you
from being
completely
present with Jesus
this morning?

Q:



Are there
distractions that
need to be dealt
with? Q:



“ B e l o v e d ,  I  p r a y  t h a t
a l l  m a y  g o  w e l l  w i t h
y o u  a n d  t h a t  y o u  m a y
b e  i n  g o o d  h e a l t h ,  a s  i t
g o e s  w e l l  w i t h  y o u r
S O U L . ”  
3  J o h n  2

C U L
T I

V A T E



Is there personal
sin that needs to
be addressed? Q:



 ‘ W h e n  w e  c o n f e s s  o u r
s i n s ,  G o d  i s  f a i t h f u l  t o
f o r g i v e  u s  a n d  c l e a n s e
u s . ’
 I  J o h n  1 : 9  
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Is there anyone
you need to
forgive or ask
forgiveness from?Q:



‘ I f  y o u  d o  n o t  f o r g i v e
o t h e r s  t h e i r  s i n s ,  y o u r
F a t h e r  w i l l  n o t  f o r g i v e
y o u r s . ’  
M a t t h e w  6 : 1 5
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1  “ O h  t h e  j o y s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  f o l l o w

t h e  a d v i c e  o f  t h e  w i c k e d ,  o r  s t a n d  a r o u n d

w i t h  s i n n e r s ,  o r  j o i n  i n  w i t h  s c o f f e r s .

2  B u t  t h e y  d e l i g h t  i n  d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e

L o r d  w a n t s ;  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  t h e y  t h i n k  a b o u t

h i s  l a w .  

3  T h e y  a r e  l i k e  t r e e s  p l a n t e d  a l o n g  t h e

r i v e r b a n k ,  b e a r i n g  f r u i t  e a c h  s e a s o n

w i t h o u t  f a i l .  T h e i r  l e a v e s  n e v e r  w i t h e r ,  a n d

i n  a l l  t h e y  d o ,  t h e y  p r o s p e r . ”  

P s a l m  1 : 1 - 3  - N L T
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JOY
to obey

It's a 



The tree soaks up water

and bears good fruit.



ROOTS
give the tree

The

STRENGTH



“ 5  “ A  f a r m e r  w e n t  o u t  t o  s o w  h i s  s e e d .  A s  h e

w a s  s c a t t e r i n g  t h e  s e e d ,  s o m e  f e l l  a l o n g  t h e

p a t h ;  i t  w a s  t r a m p l e d  o n ,  a n d  t h e  b i r d s  a t e  i t

u p .  

6  S o m e  f e l l  o n  r o c k y  g r o u n d ,  a n d  w h e n  i t

c a m e  u p ,  t h e  p l a n t s  w i t h e r e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y

h a d  n o  m o i s t u r e .  

7  O t h e r  s e e d  f e l l  a m o n g  t h o r n s ,  w h i c h  g r e w

u p  w i t h  i t  a n d  c h o k e d  t h e  p l a n t s .  

8  S t i l l  o t h e r  s e e d  f e l l  o n  g o o d  s o i l .  I t  c a m e  u p

a n d  y i e l d e d  a  c r o p ,  a  h u n d r e d  t i m e s  m o r e

t h a n  w a s  s o w n . ” W h e n  h e  s a i d  t h i s ,  h e  c a l l e d

o u t ,  “ W h o e v e r  h a s  e a r s  t o  h e a r ,  l e t  t h e m

h e a r . ”
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9  H i s  d i s c i p l e s  a s k e d  h i m  w h a t  t h i s  p a r a b l e

m e a n t .  

1 0  H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f

t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  t o  y o u ,

b u t  t o  o t h e r s  I  s p e a k  i n  p a r a b l e s ,  s o  t h a t ,

“  ‘ t h o u g h  s e e i n g ,  t h e y  m a y  n o t  s e e ;  t h o u g h

h e a r i n g ,  t h e y  m a y  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d . ’

1 1  “ T h i s  i s  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  p a r a b l e :  T h e

s e e d  i s  t h e  w o r d  o f  G o d .  

1 2  T h o s e  a l o n g  t h e  p a t h  a r e  t h e  o n e s  w h o

h e a r ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  d e v i l  c o m e s  a n d  t a k e s

a w a y  t h e  w o r d  f r o m  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y

m a y  n o t  b e l i e v e  a n d  b e  s a v e d .
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 1 3  T h o s e  o n  t h e  r o c k y  g r o u n d  a r e  t h e  o n e s

w h o  r e c e i v e  t h e  w o r d  w i t h  j o y  w h e n  t h e y  h e a r

i t ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  n o  r o o t .  T h e y  b e l i e v e  f o r  a

w h i l e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  t e s t i n g  t h e y  f a l l  a w a y .

1 4  T h e  s e e d  t h a t  f e l l  a m o n g  t h o r n s  s t a n d s  f o r

t h o s e  w h o  h e a r ,  b u t  a s  t h e y  g o  o n  t h e i r  w a y

t h e y  a r e  c h o k e d  b y  l i f e ’ s  w o r r i e s ,  r i c h e s  a n d

p l e a s u r e s ,  a n d  t h e y  d o  n o t  m a t u r e .  

1 5  B u t  t h e  s e e d  o n  g o o d  s o i l  s t a n d s  f o r  t h o s e

w i t h  a  n o b l e  a n d  g o o d  h e a r t ,  w h o  h e a r  t h e

w o r d ,  r e t a i n  i t ,  a n d  b y  p e r s e v e r i n g  p r o d u c e  a

c r o p . ”  L u k e  8 : 5 - 1 5  N I V
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WHICH TYPE OF
SOIL ARE YOU?Q:



“Anyone who is

willing to hear

should listen

and

understand.” 

Luke 8:8 NLT

Do you
HEAR?



LUKE 8:15 NLT

“The good soil represents

honest, goodhearted people

who hear God’s message, cling

to it, and steadily produce a

huge harvest.”



1 2  “ F o r  t h e  w o r d  o f  G o d  i s  f u l l  o f  l i v i n g

p o w e r .  I t  i s  s h a r p e r  t h a n  t h e  s h a r p e s t

k n i f e ,  c u t t i n g  d e e p  i n t o  o u r  i n n e r m o s t

t h o u g h t s  a n d  d e s i r e s .  I t  e x p o s e s  u s  f o r

w h a t  w e  r e a l l y  a r e .  

1 3  N o t h i n g  i n  a l l  c r e a t i o n  c a n  h i d e

f r o m  h i m .  E v e r y t h i n g  i s  n a k e d  a n d

e x p o s e d  b e f o r e  h i s  e y e s .  T h i s  i s  t h e

G o d  t o  w h o m  w e  m u s t  e x p l a i n  a l l  t h a t

w e  h a v e  d o n e ”  

H e b r e w s  4 : 1 2 & 1 3
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7  “ B u t  b l e s s e d  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  t r u s t  i n

t h e  L o r d  a n d  h a v e  m a d e  t h e  L o r d  t h e i r

h o p e  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e .  

8  T h e y  a r e  l i k e  t r e e s  p l a n t e d  a l o n g  a

r i v e r b a n k ,  w i t h  r o o t s  t h a t  r e a c h  d e e p

i n t o  t h e  w a t e r .  S u c h  t r e e s  a r e  n o t

b o t h e r e d  b y  t h e  h e a t  o r  w o r r i e d  b y  t h e

l o n g  m o n t h s  o f  d r o u g h t .  T h e i r  l e a v e s

s t a y  g r e e n ,  a n d  t h e y  g o  r i g h t  o n

p r o d u c i n g  d e l i c i o u s  f r u i t . ”

J e r e m i a h  1 7 : 7 - 8
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